


































































































































































































Some of the officers who were promoted over Fawzi
lacked the education and combat experience he possessed,
but they had something Fawzi didn’t have: a Baath party
membership card — and important connections in Iraqs rul-
- ing political party, the well from which Saddam drew his
strength.

One of Fawzis junior classmates at the academy went
from being a corps commander, to chief of staff, to consultant
to Saddam in a matter of months.

“But militarily, he wasn't qualified to hold any of those
posts,” said Fawzi.

Baring His Soul

Recently, Fawzi al-Shamari, who rose to the rank of
Lieutenant General in the Iraqi army before defecting to the
U.S. in 1986, sat down and discussed life under Saddam’s
boot heel with SOF. The interview took place over coffee and
tea at one of Fawzi’s favorite restaurants in Northern Virginia
where he and his family now live.

SOF: How did Saddam choose those who would rise to
“stardom?”

Fawzi: First, he gave priority to those from his Tikriti
clan. And second, [to] those he knew wouldn’t oppose him at
some point in the future.

When war broke out between Iraq and Iran in 1980, Fawzi
was in the middle of the Iraqi line. But an argument with a
division commander resulted in his being sent back to the
staff college as an instructor. Five days later, his orders were
rescinded, and he was assigned as commander of the 15th
Mechanized Brigade. The previous commander had commit-
ted suicide.

“If we disagreed with the way things were going, we had
only two choices,” said Fawz, “fight or die.” The brigade
commander no longer believed in the war effort, and took his
own life.

During the war he advanced up the chain of command,
becoming chief of staff for two divisions, a division comman-
der, chief of staff of Iraqi Third Corps, and later led nine divi-
sions, more than 200 thousand men, during the Iran-Iraq war.

SOF: At what point during your career did you say, ‘Enough
is enough. I cannot take this any more; disagreements with my
fellow officers and how the government is being run by Saddam
Hussein. I've seen too much. I want to get out of Iraq?’

Fawzi: To tell you the truth, I had this opinion during the
middle of the war in 1983. I realized that Saddam was pur-
suing the war for personal reasons He wanted to be like an
emperor. He was killing his people. He was ruthless. Before I
got out, he executed my brother-in-law, an Iraqi Army major
who was in charge of a Katyusha rocket battery.

The door to leave opened in 1985 when Fawzi, then Chief
of Staff of the 3rd Corps, was chosen to attend the National
War University in New Delhi. Of the 30 generals and high-
ranking civilians selected by the Iraqi defense minister to
attend the university, Fawzi tested highest. As a Lieutenant
General, Fawzi was allowed to take his wife and child to
India for the one-year senior leadership course.

Trust Me

When General Fawzi’s name appeared on the list of can-
didates to go to Delhi, Saddam Hussein had second thoughts
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about sending him to India. Saddam felt Fawzi would not
return since he had ordered the execution of his brother-in-
law in the summer of 1984. One day he was called to the
Military Intelligence headquarters and questioned about a
joke he allegedly made about Saddam Hussein during a pic-
nic with friends in a suburb of Baghdad. He was immediate-
ly arrested and imprisoned for 68 days, in solitary confine-
ment, in total darkness.

Fawzi, who was Chief of Staff of Il Corps, which was
engaged in heavy fighting in the defense of Basra, the prima-
ry objective of the Iranians, was allowed to meet with his
brother-in-law, and was told, as he was, that this was nothing
serious, because he was innocent.

Two weeks later, Fawzi’s son informed his father that his
mother’s brother had been executed.

After turning back the Iranians, General Fawzi was sum-
moned to the headquarters of the Baath Party military branch
in Basra. Officials in the party wanted to know how he felt
about the execution.

“I still don’t know why he was killed,” but the government
eventually sent my brother-in-law’s parents a letter of apology
and reinstated his property rights. That seemed to me an
admission that Saddam had the wrong man killed,” Fawzi said.

Despite the loss of his brother-in-law who was closer to
Fawzi than his blood brother, Fawzi’s friend, Mahir Rasheed
al-Takriti, who was head of military intelligence, interceded
on his behalf, and assured Saddam that Fawzi would return
from the War University in New Delhi. The commander of
the 3rd Corps also vouched for Fawzi’s loyalty. But, before
Fawzi finished the course, Saddam sent a letter to the Iraqi
Embassy in Delhi, ordering Fawzi to pack his bags and return
immediately to Baghdad. The letter ordered General Fawzi to
be removed from the position of Chief of Staff of 3rd Corps
and reassigned to Chief of Staff of 7th Corps. Fawzi respond-
ed to Saddam by letter thanking him and advising him he
would report for duty in two to three weeks.

Returning to his quarters, Fawzi packed his uniforms and
personal things, and shipped them home through the
embassy; a gesture of compliance.

Then, the next day he fled.

SOF: Where did you go?

Fawzi: It's a long story. But I just disappeared into the
woodwork. '

Fawzi wouldn’t say how he managed to elude Iraqi intelli-
gence agents who tried to find him, or how he happened to
eventually wind up in the United States. '

“That’s something I will keep to myself, but the journey
took a long time,” Fawzi said as he smiled and took another -
sip of his coffee.

Ironically, Fawzi al-Shamari became a U.S. citizen in 1990,
the year Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait.

SOF: Did you want to come to the U.S. when you fled India?

Fawzi: I took out a map and analyzed the world situation,
and chose the United States. I chose the U.S. because I felt it
would offer me and my family the most protection.

Although Fawzi spent some time in the Soviet Union, he
had no desire to go there. He saw they had the same system
that was in place back home in Iraq. There was no room for
individualism; no room to be creative.
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“You are nothing more than a machine in those regimes.
And that’s why I like the system in America. The sky is the.
limit for individual thought. I have a dream that one day,
we'll be able to do the same thing in Iraq,” he said.

SOF: You'd like to return to Iraq?
Fawzi: Yes.
SOF: What would you do if you went back to Iraq?

Fawzi: I would like to introduce a democratic society to
the Iraqi people.

SOF: Do you see that occurring in your lifetime?
Fawzi: No. It takes time, but we can plant the seeds now.

General al-Shamari left the army before the Gulf War, but
he is not surprised at how poorly the Iraqi Army performed
on the battlefield.

“There is really no comparison between Goliath, the
United States and its allies, and David, the poorly equipped
Iraqi soldier. He was outclassed technologically. No contest.
It was 38 countries against one country. Iraq had numbers in
terms of manpower, but numbers don’t work against the
highest technology in the world. Saddam Hussein was stu-
pid. He didn't listen to what Mr. Baker [then-Secretary of
State James Baker] told his deputy, Tarik Aziz, in Geneva.

Baker said Iraq would not be fighting Iran this time. But "

Saddam didn’t get it,” said Fawzi.

SOF: Do you think the United States will attack Iraq again?

Fawzi: Getting international support for an attack may be
difficult, but not impossible. Invading another country as Iraq
did in Kuwait is no longer acceptable, but the U.S. could do in
Iraq what it did in Afghanistan, and nobody, including
Saddam’s neighbors, would complain. They hate him, and can’t
wait to see him toppled, but they are concerned about who
would replace him. They don’t need to worry, because there

are leaders inside and outside Iraq who could fill the vacuum.-

SOF: Are many in Saddam’s officer corps ready to revolt?

Fawzi: Yes, of course. Some officers have already defected
to Turkey. And some are ready to defect. Some are loyal to
Saddam. But we have to determine who to target. Are we tar-
geting the body or the head? Right now, the numbers of those
defecting are small. But that will change if the U.S. attacks Iraq.

SOF: Have you talked to some of these men who have come out?

Fawzi: Not in person, but on the phone. They tell me they
are ready to revolt.

SOF: What did they tell you about conditions inside Iraq?

Fawzi: It’s very bad economically. Everyone is suffering.
Some Iraqis are beginning to speak openly about Saddam
Hussein. They no longer care. They have lost everything.

SOF: If the U.S. were to attack Iraq today, how many mem-
bers of the military would rise up against Saddam?
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Fawzi: It’s hard to give a number, but the center of gravi-
ty is the people of Iraq, but they have had it with Saddam
Hussein. He controls them with fear.

Take away the fear, and Fawzi says Saddam loses power
over the people. That’s the challenge facing him and other
exiles who are working behind the scenes to put together a
new government for Iraq.

Gutting The Head Off The Snake

“When the Iraqi people arise, they will create a state of
chaos,” said Fawzi, whose strategy for taking down Saddam
Hussein remarkably mirrors that expressed to SOF by retired
Air Force Colonel John Warden [see upcoming interview],
the architect of the very successful air campaign against Iraq
during Operation Desert Storm.

This time, Warden says, those who support Saddam,
Tikriti clansmen in the dreaded Mukhabarat, the Iraqi
Intelligence Service, would be targeted for destruction in a
massive air campaign should the U.S. decide to attack.

B-2 Stealth bombers would take out key command-and-
control centers, air-defense systems and military units that
protect Saddam, while F-117 Stealth fighters would pull the
plug on Irag’s power grid with carbon filament bombs like
the ones that knocked-out power stations in Serbia three
years ago during Operation Allied Force. The morning after
the opening salvo of air and cruise-missile attacks, Saddam
would find himself unable to communicate with the very peo-
ple who prop up his regime.

“When you jam his communications, knock-out his power
and cripple those who support him, you isolate him,” said
Fawzi, “and without leadership in the various corps, the foot
soldiers would be free to revolt.”

Defectors from the Republican Guard have told Fawzi and
other Iraqi generals in exile that Saddam is now beginning to
turn on them. Only Saddam’s Tikriti clansmen and his palace
guard, the so-called “999 Unit,” are loyal to point of death.

Fawzi has seen Saddam wiggle out of a lot of tight spots, and
he cautions his colleagues to prepare for a worst-case scenario.

Fawzi says the worst scenario would occur if U.S. war-
planes failed to isolate Saddam, failed to take out his SCUD
missiles, which he has buried 60 feet beneath the surface of
the desert in western Iraq, and failed to destroy chemical and
biological weapons which Fawzi says Saddam has promised
to use against Israel if he’s attacked by the U.S.

Hie Ean Run, But He Ean’t Hide Next Time

Saddam Hussein has a lot of places to hide, and effective-
ly avoided U.S. airpower during the Gulf War by moving
every few hours to a different bunker under the cover of
darkness. But Fawzi believes U.S. air power coupled with
infrared airborne surveillance from Predator and Global
Hawk can drive Saddam deep underground and render him
ineffective as he believes is the case with Osama bin Laden.

During the Iran-Iraq War and the Gulf War, Saddam
moved about in a luxuriously outfitted diesel-powered motor
coach. During one visit to the front in southern Iraq, Fawzi
saw the white coach, but didn’t get a chance to step inside. A
fellow officer who did, said it contained everything Saddam
needed to stay in touch with his army while on the move,
including many creature comforts.

Warden says ClA-operated Predator spy planes will be
looking for that motor coach in the event of another U.S. air
attack on Iraq, and will destroy it with Hellfire missiles — if
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they find it.

General Fawzi believes psychological warfare similar to
that waged in Afghanistan with leaflet drops and native-lan-
guage radio transmissions, will also be a key component of
any attack on Iraq. In fact, the “psyche” war has already
begun. Fawzi says the U.S. has built several radio transmis-
sion towers in Kurdish-held territory in northern Iraq and is
now beaming messages of support and encouragement to the
Iraqi people.

After the Gulf War, the U.S. left the Kurds to flap in the wind.

Thousands of them were killed by the Iraqis, but Fawzi
says the U.S. is now working closely with the Kurds, and that
won’t happen again.

Based on what the State Department has told Fawzi, he
feels the current Bush Adminstration is deadly serious about
the overthrow of Saddam Hussein, a designated terrorism
sponsor.

“They [people Fawzi has spoken to at the State
Department] said the decision has been made, but they did
not tell me when or how,” said the former Iraqi general who
does not think war will commence very soon.

“Battles like this take time to organize,” said Fawzi. The
coming battlefield has to be prepped, but unlike what hap-
pened when coalition aircraft attacked Iraqi forces in Kuwait,
this time Fawzi says the Iraqi people must be prepped, and
that’s where the media blitz enters the equation.

The population must understand that “They are not the
target,” said Fawzi. The object of these attacks is to end
Saddam Hussein’s reign of terror at home and his support of
terror abroad.

Saddam is already exporting terrorism by giving $25 thou-
sand to the families of every young Palestinian suicide bomber.
His agents have appeared publicly in at least one West Bank
town with an envelope full of cash for a grieving family. They
used to secretly support the families, now the Iraqis make a
public spectacle of their support of suicide bombers.

On 14 March, a lawsuit was filed in U.S. District Court in
Washington on behalf of 14 survivors of the Oklahoma City
bombing alleging that convicted conspirator Terry Nichols
met repeatedly in the Philippines in late 1994 with World
Trade Center bomber Ramzi Yousef, and that Yousef was an
Iragi intelligence agent with expertise in bomb-making. If
these allegations are confirmed in court, Judicial Watch, the
group that filed the suit, says they would constitute a stun-
ning indictment of Saddam Hussein’s complicity in the attack
that took 168 innocent lives on 19 April 1995 at the Alfred P
Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City.

A few days after the suit was filed, George Tenet, the direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, told the Senate Armed
Services Committee that the U.S. was actively examining
potential Iraqi and Iranian involvement in the 11 September
terrorist attacks. U.S. counterterrorism officials- believe both
countries have aided Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaeda network.

Asked if he had any information about Iraqs alleged
involvement, General Fawzi said, “No,” but added, “Saddam
hates America.”

After the Gulf War ceasefire, Saddam promised his people
on 3 November 1992 that “the mother of all battles ... will
continue.” Fawzi told SOF he won’t be surprised if the CIA
finds Saddam’s fingerprints on the terrorist attacks in
Oklahoma City, New York and suburban Washington when
the dust settles.

In the meantime, Fawzi is focused on what is going to hap-
pen inside Iraq.
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SOF: If you were to assess where Saddam is today as
opposed to where he was in 1990 when he invaded Kuwait, how
strong is he militarily?

Fawzi: I think he is much weaker today. A military think
tank in Great Britain has released a study that indicates Iraq
possesses only one-fourth of the strength it had going into the
Gulf war.

Fawzi says armies that possess 30 percent of their former
strength have no fighting capability.

SOF: Was Saddam able to replace the equipment that he lost
during the Gulf War and since that time to Allied air attacks in
the no-fly zones?

Fawzi: Saddam has been able to replace some of it from

| Russia, France, and North Korea, but I don’t know how its

coming into Iraq. But for a price, arms dealers can provide
whatever you need. Two weeks ago [during the spring of
2002] I heard he had a big shipment of arms from
Czechoslovakia, including missiles, waiting for him in Syria.
I've been told the shipment is valued at $800 million.

SOF: What happened to the MiG fighters Saddam ordered
the Iraqi Air Force to fly to Iran so they wouldn’t be destroyed
during the Gulf War?

Fawzi: He never got them back. So his air force is finished.

SOF: What about the Chinese who helped him rebuild his air
defense system?

Fawzi: They helped him reconnect the sites with fibre
optic cables which will be harder to destroy. He also did a $9
billion deal with the Russians to upgrade his anti-aircraft sys-
tem. He’s working very hard to protect himself.

A week before General Fawzi spoke to SOF, Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah publicly hugged and kissed Saddam’s repre-
sentative at the Arab Summit in Beirut, Lebanon. Some
observers took the show of affection as a sign that Saudi
Arabia was willing to “forgive and forget” what happened.

Fawzi thinks it was a smart diplomatic move on the part
of the Saudis, because they have been getting a lot of pressure
from their Arab brethren to bury the hatchet with Iraq.

While the Saudis don’t want to publicly announce their
hatred for Saddam Hussein, Fawzi says they clearly distrust
him. Fawzi feels this show of affection was meant to say pub-
licly ‘There is nothing between us, when in fact privately, the
Saudis are saying there is something.’

On the night before Iraq invaded Kuwait in the summer of
1990, Fawzi says the same man the Crown Prince kissed this
year was kissing the Kuwaitis 12 years ago.

Saddam Hussein sent one of his trusted deputies to Kuwait
City to lull the Emir into a feeling of false security. Publicly,
Saddam said he was trying to see if there was some way they
could resolve their dispute over oil rights in the southeast cor-
ner of Iraq. Saddam had accused Kuwait of slant-drilling and
stealing his oil. But the deputy’s visit to Kuwait City was all
show, no substance. Saddam Hussein had decided to invade
that country and take what he thought was his.

1zzet Ibrahim, who is now Vice President of Iraq, told the
Kuwaitis on 1 August that Saddam might come to Kuwait and
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